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Fa l l  Fa m i l y  P i c n i c  &  C h i l i  C o o k- o f f  
A cool breeze, warm sun, a blue sky, and chili...what could make the day 
more perfect? Choristers, friends and family gathered on October 20th and 
enjoyed a beautiful day getting to know each other better while sampling 
chili. There were thirteen entrants in the cook-off, each with distinct fla-
vors—some spicy, some mild, some meaty, some soupy. Chances are, you 
could find exactly what you liked! The Ngo Family chili was the runner up, 
with the Phillips Family chili taking the top prize. Derek thoroughly enjoyed 
his opportunity to throw a pie in Mr. Oakes face...surely it didn’t have any-
thing to do with a football rivalry, or did it? 

K r y s t a l  S q u a r e - O f f  

the National Anthem at the Krystal Square-Off World Hamburger Eating 
Championship. The contest took place at Ross’s Landing on Sunday, Octo-
ber 28th. Members of Handel and Concert Choirs lined up on the big stage 
and sang to a huge crowd of locals and visitors, not to mention the ESPN2 
c a m e r a s ! 
This was 
certainly a 
highl ight 
of the sea-
son! 

B i l l  C u r r y  S p e a k s  t o  C h o r i s t e r s  
On Tuesday, October 23rd, member of the Chattanooga 
Boys Choir were treated to a Leadership talk by Bill 
Curry. He spoke to the boys about his own experiences 
singing in choir when he was younger and how it influ-
enced his life. Mr. Curry is from College Park, Georgia 
and is currently a football analyst for ESPN as well as the 
director of the leadership program at Baylor.  
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Calendar 

C H AT TA N O O G A  B O Y S  C H O I R  
 

V i n c e n t  O a k e s . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . A r t i s t i c  /  E x e c u t i v e  D i r e c t o r  
M e r r y  L e e  W i l s o n . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . A c c o m p a n i s t  
J u d y  B r i t t i n g h a m . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . I n s t r u c t o r  
C y n d a  H o l m e s . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . I n s t r u c t o r  
D a w n  O a k e s . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . A d m i n i s t r a t i v e  D i r e c t o r  
K a t i e  W a l t e r s . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . B u s i n e s s  M a n a g e r  
D a n i e l  V a r n e l l . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . U T C  A r t i s t i c  I n t e r n  

 
P H O N E :  ( 4 2 3 )  6 2 2 - 3 0 3 3    F A X :  ( 4 2 3 )  6 2 2 - 1 1 8 2  

w w w . c h a t t a n o o g a b o y s c h o i r . o r g  

   

  

November 
1  Singing Christmas Tree tickets on sale at Memorial Auditorium 

3  Mozart Choreography Rehearsal  

5  Nut Pick-up 

17  Hale—Stromberg wedding (Concert)  

26-27 SCT rehearsals at BUMC(all choirs)  

28-29 SCT rehearsals at Tivoli (all choirs)  

30  Singing Christmas Tree School Performances 

December 
1  Singing Christmas Tree Public Performances 

6  Caroling at Elmcroft (Mozart & Schubert) 4:00pm 

9  Palace Theatre performance, Crossville (Concert) 9am-8:30pm 

21  Grace Episcopal Church Advent Series (Concert)  

January 
7  Rehearsals resume 

14  Parents Meetings (4:30pm & 5:30pm) 

15  Parents Meeting (5:30pm) 

21  No Rehearsals—Martin Luther King Jr. Holiday 

 

 

Check the calendar in the Members section of 

the website for the most up-to-date calendar. 

 
 



Atta Boy!
Marcus Dalton (Concert) made the All East Choir for Middle School as well 
as the Honor Roll at his school

Tyler Giuliani (Concert) made the Honor Roll

Andrew Randall (Cantabile) recently completed his requirements and has 
been approved for the Boys Scouts highest rank of Eagle Scout

Matthew Randall (Cantabile) recently performed as a drummer with the 
orchestra in the Chattanooga Theatre Center’s recent production of The Music 
Man

Christopher Randall (Concert) recently advanced to First Class Rank in Boys 
Scouts

Dakota Doss (Mozart I) made the Star  Roll for making straight A’s on his 
report card

Michael Dance (Concert) earned his offi cial title as MAP at the Creative Dis-
covery Museum by volunteering and completing special tasks in the Museum 
Apprentice Program

Zachary Byars (Schubert) made the Honor Roll

Cameron Close (Schubert) made the all A Honor Roll and continues to have 
the highest AR points in the school

Asa Albritton (Concert) made fi rst chair tuba in the 7th grade band at Ring-
gold Middle School

Mozart & Schubert to Carol
Members of the Mozart and Schubert choirs will be caroling at Elmcroft 
Assisted Living on Thursday, December 6th at 4:00pm. Boys should arrive 
wearing their performance attire (white, long-sleeved, button-down shirt, 
black pants, black socks, black shoes, black belt). They will be fi nished ap-
proximately 5:00pm. Please let us know as soon as possible if your chorister 
will or will not be able to attend. 
Both choirs will have a combined rehearsal and celebration on Monday, 
December 3rd. Please watch the weekly memo for the time of this rehearsal 
/ celebration. 

Singing Christmas Tree Week

Its hard to believe that by the time the next newsletter is released the Sing-
ing Christmas Tree will be over! In the Members section of the website you 
will fi nd a brochure with all you need to know about Singing Christmas 
Tree Week including the schedule, what to wear, food, check-in and dis-
missal procedures and much more! Also on the website you will fi nd the 
Dismissal Form that must be turned in to the CBC offi ce by November 16. 
Here’s the schedule to keep handy:
Monday  Schubert, Handel, Concert BUMC  4:30-7:00
Monday Mozart I & II   BUMC  4:30-6:00
Tuesday All Choir Rehearsal  BUMC  4:30-7:00
Wednesday All Choir Rehearsal  Tivoli  4:00-7:30
Thursday Dress Rehearsal  Tivoli  4:00-7:30
Friday  School Performances  Tivoli  9:00-1:30
Saturday Public Performances  Tivoli  1:00-4:15
Saturday Public Performances  Tivoli  6:30-9:15

Pecan Update
How are we doing? We’re doing pretty well, though we got off to a slow 
start. The choir is on track to meet its goal. Historically, nearly half of our 
sales occur once the nuts arrive and are out in the community.
Are there more nuts? Yes! We ordered plenty extra, so if people ask you 
for more nuts tell them yes! We’ll put in an additional order for more nuts if 
one seems to be needed. We’ll also keep you posted when we start running 
low on particular nuts.
When is the sale over? When the nuts are gone! Generally, we sell through 
the Singing Christmas Tree.
When will Top Seller Awards be announced? Sales through November 
27th count towards the top seller awards. The winners will be announced at 
the dress rehearsal on November 29th.

Our goal is 10,000 bags

We’ve sold:  3,045  bags

(as of printing on 10/31/07)
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Fall Family Picnic & Chili Cook-off Calendar
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A cool breeze, warm sun, a blue sky, and chili...what could make the day more 
perfect? Choristers, friends and family gathered on October 20th and enjoyed a 
beautiful day getting to know each other better while sampling chili. There were 
thirteen entrants in the cook-off, each with distinct fl avors—some spicy, some 
mild, some meaty, some soupy. Chances are, you could fi nd exactly what you 
liked! The Ngo Family chili was the runner up, with the Phillips Family chili tak-
ing the top prize. Derek thoroughly enjoyed his opportunity to throw a pie in Mr. 
Oakes face...surely it didn’t have anything to do with a football rivalry, or did it?

Krystal Square Off 
For the second year in a row, the Chattanooga Boys Choir was invited to sing the 
National Anthem at the Krystal Square-Off World Hamburger Eating Champi-
onship. The contest took place at Ross’s Landing on Sunday, October 28th. Mem-
bers of Handel and Concert Choirs lined up on the big stage and sang to a huge 
crowd of locals and 
visitors, not to men-
tion the ESPN2 
cameras! This was 
certainly a high-
light of the season!

Bill Curry Speaks to Choristers
On Tuesday, October 23rd, members of the Chatta-
nooga Boys Choir were treated to a Leadership talk by 
Bill Curry. He spoke to the boys about his own experi-
ences singing in choir when he was younger and how 
it infl uenced his life. Mr. Curry is from College Park, 
Georgia and is currently a football analyst for ESPN as 
well as the director of the leadership program at Bay-
lor. 

November
1 Singing Christmas Tree tickets on sale at Memorial Auditorium
3 Mozart Choreography Rehearsal 
 Nut Pick-up
17 Hale—Stromberg wedding (Concert) 
26-27 SCT rehearsals at BUMC(all choirs) 
28-29 SCT rehearsals at Tivoli (all choirs) 
 Singing Christmas Tree School Performances

December
1 Singing Christmas Tree Public Performances
6 Caroling at Elmcroft (Mozart & Schubert) 4:00pm
9 Palace Th eatre performance, Crossville (Concert, Handel, Cantabile)   
 9am-8:30pm
21 Grace Episcopal Church Advent Series (Concert) 

January
7 Rehearsals resume
14 Parents Meetings (4:30pm & 5:30pm)
15 Parents Meeting (5:30pm)
21 No Rehearsals—Martin Luther King Jr. Holiday

Check the calendar in the Members section of the 

Chattanooga Boys Choir

Vincent Oakes .................................................Artistic / Executive Director
Merry Lee Wilson ................................................................. Accompanist
Judy Brittingham .......................................................................Instructor
Cynda Holmes ...........................................................................Instructor
Dawn Oakes .......................................................... Administrative Director
Katie Walters ..................................................................Business Manager
Daniel Varnell ............................................................. UTC Artistic Intern

PHONE: (423) 622-3033   FAX: (423) 622-1182

www.chattanoogaboyschoir.org



Happy Birthday!

Tad Black 11/3 Daniel Molnar 11/12

Asa Albritton 11/6 Ben Caldwell 11/17

Kyle Duckett 11/6 Brady Fryar 11/18

Collin Lindgren 11/6 Brandon Milner 11/24

Cameron Close 11/11 Austin King 11/25

Jalen Ponder 11/11 Michael McFalls 11/25

Early Arrivals
The offi ce has received some complaints, including some from the church staff, 
regarding the use of the building during choir time and they primarily concern 
boys who are being dropped off early. While it is certainly okay to bring your 
chorister to rehearsal a little bit early, please review these guidelines with your 
chorister. Remember that the artistic staff is preparing for rehearsals and the of-
fi ce staff is usually occupied with parents, so the boys are not supervised until 
rehearsal time. 

•Choristers arriving more then 5 minutes early should check-in at the table and 
go straight to the Open Door Room. Choristers are not permitted, at any time, to 
be downstairs in the church

While in the Open Door Room, please observe these rules:
•Choristers should have something quiet to do—homework, a book to read, 
music to review, etc. There should be no horseplay at any time
•Food and drink is okay, however, please clean up after yourself. Check on the 
fl oor and remove any crumbs that may have fallen. Clean up any spills. 
•Chairs or any other items that are moved should be returned to their original 
place.
•Anyone using the blackboard should erase it before they leave.

We hope that with your help we can continue to provide a place for choristers to 
stay should they arrive early. However, if these rules are not adhered to we will 
need to modify our early drop-off policy. We are appreciative of the extra space 
that the church allows us to use on rehearsal days and thank you for your help in 
being respectful of their building. 

Get the Word Out
Help us get the word out about the Singing Christmas Tree. Your choristers will 
be coming home with two Singing Christmas Tree posters to put up around 
town—a favorite restaurant, the offi ce, your place of worship, etc. There are plen-
ty available in the offi ce if you would like more. Last year, one poster that was up 
in a parent’s place of business resulted in four tickets to the Singing  Christmas 
Tree, two bags of nuts and two auditions! You might not think that hanging one 
poster will make a difference, but it does! 

On A Mission
The mission of the Chattanooga Boys Choir is to positively infl uence and develop 
the lives of boys by providing a music program of the highest quality which includes 
education, appreciation, and performance. 

While music is certainly at the core of the CBC, the main purpose of the CBC 
is to positively infl uence and develop the lives of boys. While many have noticed 
the CBC’s subtle infl uence in their chorister’s life, many others might not realize 
that positively infl uencing and developing the lives of boys is the CBC’s pur-
pose for existing. For youngsters in this day and age there are so many “things” 
competing to infl uence their lives, some good, and some not so good. Television, 
movies, books, religious organizations, friends, family, schools, and many others 
all directly or indirectly set examples that youngsters must wade through and 
decide whether or not to emulate. 

How does the CBC go about infl uencing boys lives and what characteristics 
does it try to instill? Simply put, the CBC strives to teach by example leadership, 
teamwork, confi dence, caring, respect, and hard work. Throughout rehearsals, 
concerts, tours, camps and other activities, choristers who exhibit these qualities 
are commended. In fact, the Bishop Henry Award is awarded to a Concert Choir 
member, elected by his peers, for demonstrating those traits. Touring provides the 
largest opportunity for growing those core characteristics – from going through 
customs and converting currency to jobs like luggage loaders and room captains 
– choristers gain a confi dence from living in another state or country without 
their parents. 

How has the CBC positively infl uenced your chorister’s life? We’d love to include 
your stories in next month’s newsletter, so send us an email or a note!
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